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QUEEN VICTORIA 
1887-
1900 Jubilee(14v.) 

KING EDWARD VII 
1902-10 De La Rue (0)(1 5v.) V2d. x 2. 4d . x 2 
1905- 10 DeLaRue(c)(9v.) 
1911 Harrison(perf . 14)(5v.) 
1911 Harrison (perf. 15 x 14) (5v.) 
1911 - 13 Somerset House(8v.) 

KINGGEORGEV 
1911-12 DowneyHeadseries(12v.) 
1912-24 Royal Cypher ( 14v.) 9d. x 1 

1913 
1918 
1924 

1934 

Ditto, watermark inverted (5v.) 
Multiple Cypher(2v.) 
Bradbury " Seahorses" (3v.) 
Block Cypher( 12v.) 
Ditto, watermark inverted(3v.) 
Ditto, watermark sideways (4v.) 
Photogravure, large format (2v.) 
Ditto, watermark inverted (2v.) 

1934-35 Ditto, intermediate format (4v.) 
Ditto, watermark inverted(3v.) 

1935- 36 Ditto, small format ( 11 v.) 

1934 

Ditto, watermark inverted (3v.) 
Ditto. watermark sideways (4v.) 
Re-engraved " Seahorses" (3v.) 

KING EDWARD VIII 
1936 K.E. VIII (4v.) 

Ditto. watermark inverted (3v.) 

KING GEORGE VI 
1937- 47 Darkcolours(15v.) 

Ditto, watermark inverted(5v.) 
Ditto, watermark sideways (5v.) 

GREAT BRITAIN 
DEFINITIVE SETS 

U/ m m Ui m 
939-48 High values (6v.) £320.00 

£175.00 94 - 42 Light colour (6v .) £1.10 
Omo. watermark inverted(3v.) £5.50 
Omo. watermark sideways (3v.) £9.00 

£165.00 950- 51 ew colours(6v.) £2.00 
£165.00 Om o. watermark inverted(5v.) £7.00 
£50.00 Omo, watermark sideways (4v .) £1.00 
£40.00 '95 'Fes11 val " high values (4v.) £130.00 
£85.00 

EE ELIZABETH II 
"952- 54 Tudor (17v.) £60 .00 

£26.00 £17 .00 Ditto. watermark inverted( 5v.) £13 .00 
£75.00 £45.00 Ditt o. watermark sideways (3v .) £1.75 
£17 .00 £11 .00 955 W ater low " Castles" (4v.) £250 .00 

£145.00 955-58 Edward (17v.) £110.00 
£325.00 Ditto. watermark inverted (7v.) £5.75 

£85.00 £50.00 Omo. watermark sideways (5v .) £5.75 
£1.75 £1.35 957 Graphi te (6v.) £7 .50 

£70.00 958 1st De La Rue " Castles" (4v.) £825.00 
95p 60p 958-65 Crowns. ordinary ( 17v.) £4.00 

£125.00 Ditto. watermark inverted (7v .) £47 .00 
£10.00 £6.00 Ditto. watermark sideways(7v .) £6.00 
£32.00 £22 .00 958-61 Graphite(8v.) £57.50 
£45.00 £28 .50 Dit to. watermark inverted(5v.) £47.50 
£12.00 £7 .00 959 2nd De La Rue " Castles " (4v .) £195.00 

£65.00 959 Phosphor -graphite (8v.) £70.00 
£365.00 960 Grean phosphor (9v. ) £30 .00 

1960-67 Crowns. phosphor ( 1 7v.) £3.00 
Ditto, watermark inverted (10v .l £95.00 

U/ m Ditto. watermark sideways (6v.) £11 .00 
35p 1963- 68 1st Bradbury-Wilkinson " Castles " (5v .) 

£5.50 2/ 6x2 £25.00 
1967 Machin gumArabic(9v.) £3.00 
1967- 70 Ditto, P.V.A. ( 16v.) 4d. x 2. 8d. x 2 £5.00 
1967- 68 Bradbury-Wilkinson no watermark 

£18.50 " Castles" (4v .) £20.00 
£80.00 1969 Machin high values (4v.) £22.00 
£42.00 
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EDITORIAL 
Starting with this issue, the Review is being printed by Woods of 

Perth, a company which will not be a stranger to the majority of 
our readers. We hope that our association will be long and 
worthwhile. 

As with other publications, the contents of the Review really 
depend upon people submitting material for publication, and 
although many articles are in hand, we still need more, especially 
concerning the stamps of Edward VII, Edward VIII and George VI. 

On a light-hearted note, perhaps our readers in Ireland needn ' t 
have any fear of having their stamp collections burgled 
successfully, judging by this cutting taken from a recent Daily 
Telegraph. 

IRISH .. BURGLAR I 
TRIED TO CRACK I 
SAFE WITHBRICK 

M.J. 

Published quarterly by Candlish McCleery Ltd. Price 50p. 
Annual subscription (four issues): Inland £2.00; Overseas (sea) £3.00, (airmail) £4.00. 

Editorial correspondence: 23 Craven Street, Melton Mowbray, Leics . LE13 OQT. 
Advertisement enquiries: 40 Whiteladies Road, Bristol BS8 2LG (telephone 0272 35038). 
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REFLECTIONS 
ON PANES·2 
S. Law rence 

This should be entitled 'The Mystery of 
the Cut Edges'. A number of years ago -
perhaps three - whilst sorting through the 
smooth and rough cut edges of the Q.E.11 
booklet panes, it occurred to me that 
although these varieties were not listed by 
S.G., they were nevertheless interesting 
items. 

Thinking it would be quite easy to find 
out the technical reasons for the difference, 
I tried very unsuccessfully to make sense of 
what little information there was available. 
" Oh yes", I was told airily , "the straight 
edge was cut by guillotine and the rough 
edge by rotary cutters". But were they? 

It soon became clear that this was not as 
simple as it looked . After a protracted 
correspondence with Mr. G. York of 
Harrison & Sons, the information given to 
me was that in 1940, he, along with his chief 
engineer, constructed the first rotary 
cutting machine for booklets from a book 
cutting machine. 

Therefore, the logic of this is that rough 
cut panes cannot exist before 1940. Mr. 
York, who has spent most of his working 
life at Harrisons, as had his chief engineer, 
was adamant about this. 

Having had many years of factory 
management myself, I readily understand 
the systems of production used, and so, 

50 

after asking the right questions , 
disco ered that the reason for the 
introduction of the rotary cutter was to 
speed up produ tion of stamp books. The 
guillotine could only ho through a certain 
thickness of boo , ·hereas the rotary 
cutters could handle a grea er Lhi kness . 

Rough edge f rom rolary cuuer. 

Looking through my ollection of panes, 
it was quite evident that something was 
amiss. I had man , many panes of pre-1940 
origin with rotary cut edges, and one almost 
(but not quite) certainly a rotary cut pane 
on the Downey Head , c. 1911. 

When I tackled our good friend Mr. 
York about this , I was told that it was an 
impossibility, but if I had anything like 
that, he and his engineer would be pleased 
to see them . 

We all know that the panes of the G.V 
issues were printed by Waterlow as well as 
Harrisons, so being very careful to put 
together a few panes that were easily proved 

to be Harrison prints , I sent Mr. York a 
bumper bundle. To my astonishment, when 
my panes came back to me, Harrisons had 
to admit that they had no knowledge as to 
how these panes came about. So the 
question remains; How is it possible that 
many years before a machine is built, the 

I 
~ .... .................... ........ . 
~ . 
I • • • 

Straight edge from guillotine. 

effects of this machine appear on many, 
many panes? 

As a last note, not knowing Mr. York 
personally, there always existed the 
possibility that he was a young man, newish 
to the job and so these matters were 'before 
his time '. Regretfully that is not the answer, 
as he has been with Harrisons some thirty 
years now, and he tells me his chief engineer 
has been with the firm even longer ! 

Does the answer lie in a machine that was 
built and used before Mr. York 's time, and 
has since sunk without trace? I shall be 
very, very pleased to hear from anyone 
who has a logical answer to this problem. 



DOWNEY 
HEAD 
PERF 14 
Michael J. Burrows 

Introduction 

When Harrison's secured the co e ed 
contract to print the King Geor_e · · 
could be thought that pan of Lhe en · 
plans of those involved 
designs, new watermar 
presses and a per foratin 
15 x 14, required to mee 
requirements needed o 
quantities, would 
overnight. 

It is a sad fa t of life tha no maner how 
good the theory it often alls hon when put 
into practice . So, it was no ery surpnsmg 
that when the contra t came into for e on I 
January 1911 , much was left to be desired. 
Eventually everything staned to go right 
and the 'Downey Hea ' made their 
appearance to a very critical public on 
Coronation Day 22 June 1911. 

The general public had already seen 
examples of Harrison's work with the 
KEVII Yid . and Id ., perf. 14, that had 
already been put on sale by 3 May, 
although the ordinary member of the 
British public may not have been aware of 
their existence. 

When the ' Downey Heads' appeared the 
gauge of perforation had been changed to 
15 14. One school of thought puts the 
hange from Perf. 14 to perf. 15 x 14, down 

to Lhe grain of the paper, which was easier 
to tear vertically. A further theory suggests 
that the change was due to the need of an 
easier horizontal separatiou in conjunction 
~ith the various coil machines, both 
vending and affixing, that had begun to 
appear. 

Perf. 14 variety 
It is believed that the variety, or error, as 

it is more commonly known, on the 
' Downey Heads' occurred simply by the use 
of a perforating machine that Harrison's 
had used on the earlier printings of the 1911 
issued KEVIL In 'Rare Stamps' by L. N. 
and M. Williams, they put forward - "It 
has been stated that the variety occurred 
when, under great pressure of work, the 
printers obtained permission by telephone 
to use one of the perforating machines 
employed for the Edwardian stamps". The 
mists of time appear to have obscured the 
original source. 

Besides the Yid. there also exists a record 
of a block of four of the Id. value, mint, 
perforation 14. This was first noted in the 
British Philatelist Vol. 8, p. 31, June 1915. 
Illustrated in Stamp Collecting 8 January 
1965 is a Id. perf. 14, single. This formed 
part of the copy for an advertisement for an 
auction that took place on the 18 and 19 of 
the same month. The advert states - "The 
second session open·s with KGV and here we 

have the very rare unused Id. perf. 14 (only 
four exist)". The colour was given as deep 
rose-red and it sold for £380. Whether this 
means that the block was separated after its 
discover~' in 1915, or if the single was in 
addition to the block I have been unable to 
elucidate. Also this very rare block does 
not appear to have been definitely assigned 
to being a Harrison printing; whereas, 
the Yi d. exists with the Harrison control 
A 1 l(w) mint (Fig. I). This was illustrated in 

Fig. I. The unique control single (photo courtesy 
of Stanley Gibbons Magazines Ltd.). 

Gibbons Stamp Monthly Vol. 43 No. 12 
May 1970. The report tells us that it was Lot 
707 from the 3rd day of the second 
Maximus sale that took place on 15 May 
1970. The report also says that it was a 
unique Control copy 'A. I I' with large part 
of the original gum and estimated to realise 
£600. The illustration shows the report to 
be in error, the control is A 11 (w). At least 
two other mint copies are known. 
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At a display given by Tony McCleery on 
11 February 1978 to the Great Britain 
Philatelic Society a mint example of the 
Yzd. perf. 14 was on view. The write-up 
contained the following notes " ... it must 
be regarded as a trial because (a) the dull 
blue green colour is quite unlike any other 
shade in this issue and (b) it is known that 
many perforation experiments took place at 
this time". 

Recorded Locations of Use of the Vzd. 

From time to time examples of this rare 
perforation, in used condition, come onto 
the market. Looking at the locations of the 
postmarks on the stamps off cover and on 
postcards recorded in the philatelic press, it 
soon becomes readily apparent, with one 
exception, that there is a definite 
distribution pattern. 
Taking the Sussex area first (Fig. 2) : 
BRIGHTON: A single showing IGHTON , 

being part of the Brighton Krag machine 
cancellation, was sold in a London 
Auction on JO May 1966 for £30. 
Although illustrated in the catalogue the 
half-tone does not show the date . 
Beaumont and Stanton record 9 August 
1911. 

CROWBOROUGH: In 1911 this town had 
a population of 3,081 with a post office 
under the Head Office of Tunbridge 
Wells. The date given by Beaumont and 
Stanton is 14 August. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS: A rather stained 
copy, signed 'C Nissen' and showing the 
BRIDGE WELLS section of the 

T unbridge \ ells Krag machine mark was 
sold at auction in 19 0 for £23. Royal 
Tunbridge Wells is one of those two
coumy towns, the O!her county being 
Ken t. 

WORTHl:\G : On 26 September 1968 a 
single with the WORTHI G c. d. s. was 
auctioned for £31. Unfonunately the 
catalogue illustration does not show the 
date very clear!_·. Beaumont and Stanton 
do not record this usage. 

Moving nonh-ea.stv.ards to the East 
Anglian county of . orfo ' we come to the 
second dis tribution area (Fig. 3): 
CAISTER-Olli- EA : In a mixed lot offered 

for sale on 29 0 tober 1969 was a single 
'somewhat stained and thin but with 
clear CAISTE R c.d .. of 1911 (Aug)'. In 
1911 Caister had a population of 1,648 
served by a po t offi e under Great 
Yarmouth . Beaumont and Stanton lists 
30 August for this usage. In May of this 
year (1978) a CJe,edon, Avon, dealer 
offered a si ngle on a postcard tied with a 
superb single- ring c.d.s. fo r CAISTER 
ONSEAl.15P MA 22ll,at£225 . 

CROMER: The population numbering 
4,074 was served by its own Head post 
office . Recen tly (19 ) Stanley Gibbons 
Ltd . had on offer a postcard stamped 
with the Yz d . perf. 14, with R.P .S. 
certificate, postmarked with the Cromer 
d .r. for 24 August 1911. This is a new 
location for the variety. 

GORLESTON: Located in the county of 
Suffolk . A single with the date 21 August 

1911 was first reported by a Dr . Frederick 
in the British Philatelist in 1912. This 
same date is given by Beaumont and 
Stanton. A pair, clearly dated 21 August 
was offered on 7 July 1970 and sold for 
£57 I 1010 (£57. 50). This same pair came 
up again the following year but was either 
unsold or withdrawn. 

GREAT YARMOUTH: Lot 155 of the 
second portion of the 'Beaumont' sale 
which took place on 2 February 1966 was 
described thus : 

Yzd. bluish-green error perforated 14 
used on 1911 (18th July) postcard from 
Great Yarmouth, corner fault. 

This item found a temporary owner at 
£15, as it was re-offered on 13 September 
and this time it was illustrated in the sale 
catalogue. The selling price is recorded as 
£24. Careful study of the letterpress half
t~ne, which has been substantially 
reduced, does not give much help in 
deciding if the catalogue description is 
erroneous. The fact remains that in The 
Postage Stamps of Great Britain, Part 
Four, of which with Stanton, Beaumont 
was co-author, the date they give is the 
18 August. It is difficult to accept that if 
Beaumont had this card in his collection, 
with a supposed earlier date, that 
mention of it was not made . Unless it did 
not come into his possession until after 
1957. Maybe the present day owner can 
clear up this matter and confirm my own 
supposition that the describer was in 
error . A typographical error can be ruled 



Fig. 2. The Sussex area. Fig.3. The orfolk area. 
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out, unless it was a straightforward ' lift ' 
from one catalogue to another. 

A postcard franked with this variety 
from Great Yarmouth dated 21 August 
1911 was in the L. 0. Trivett collection 
when it came under the hammer in 
November 1924. An illustration in Stamp 
Collector's Fortnightly is of sufficient 
clarity to show that the d.r. handstamp 
has a figure 2 at the base between the 
thick bars. 

On 19 January 1966 a thinned and 
rather stained copy with Great Yarmouth 
c.d.s. 'AU 25 11' with R.P.S. certificate 
was sold for £13. Another example, this 
time a very fine single, was auctioned on 

30 April 1969 bidding being halted at 
£34. 

A recent hance to e.irarnine three 
postcards ea h bearing a perf. 14 reveals 
that althou ha,ing a different Great 
Yarmou lh .. s. an of different dates, 
each card appears o ha\'e emanated from 
Gorleston. Thl is no altogether very 
unusual, as it is possible that during 
certain times of lhe day Gorleston 
collections may ha e been taken down 
the road t0 be pose.mar ed at Great 
Yarmouth . The to -no Gorlest0n being 
situated about I o miles from its Head 
Post Office. 

If you care to cas· your mind back to 

the time that the postcards were sent it 
will be realised that the amount of mail 
during the holiday season for this very 
popular part of the East Coast was quite 
considerable. Indeed, when mechanisa
tion finally arrived in East Anglia, Great 
Yarmouth was the first to have a post
marking machine. This particular Krag 
machine is known used on Christmas 
Day 1911. The reasons as to why this is, 
as yet, the earliest known date is left 
entirely to the reader's imagination. 

We now come to the odd man out as far as 
the circulation areas are concerned. 
MIDDLESBOROUGH: Sited in the county 

of Yorkshire, Beaumont and Stanton 

Fig. 4. Three examples with Great Yarmouth cancellations, but apparently emanating from Gorleston. 



give the date of usage as 25 August. On 6 
May 1971 a single with a c.d .s. of 
Middlesborough was sold for £28. The 
sale catalogue mentions a photo but this 
does not appear in evidence. 

Other singles noted are: copy a little stained 
with a few short perfs at right. This was 
sold on 24 September 1974 for £60. The 
photograph clearly shows a double ring 
c.d.s . with thick bars - 4.15PM AU 21 11. 
Another example, this time fine used, place 
of origin and date unrecorded but with a 
B.P .S. certificate (1933) was sold for £33 at 
an auction on 13 March 1973. 

A further point of interest worth 
mentioning is that when reading the 
descriptions of the lots mentioned, there 
seems, at times, to be a reluctance to state 
the shade of the printings. The three 
examples from Great Yarmouth that I have 
studied cannot, in my opinion, be definitely 
allocated to the bluish-green printing. 

EPITOME: 

\lid . perf. 14 mint : one control single, with 
at least two others 
known. 

used: all dates are August 
1911. 
BRIGHTON: 9 
CROWBOROUGH: 
14 
TUNBRIDGE 
WELLS: unknown 
WORTHING :unknown 
CAISTER-ON-SEA: 
22, 30 

Id. 

CROMER: 24 
GORLESTO : *21 
GREAT 
YARMOUTH: 
17, ••18, • 21, 23 , 25 
MIDDLES-
BOROUGH :25 

mint: block of fou r, po ible 
single. 

• more than one recording for this date . 
•• Beaumont card. 

The above is not an attempt to record 
every known example of this interesting 
perforation variety but merely the bringing 
together of information that has come to 
my notice over the past few years. 

A STICKY 
PROBLEM 
David Barker 

In September 1972 the Post Office 
introduced a new Sp multi-value coil strip 
with a silicone coating in an attempt to 
counteract the wet weather dampness which 
affected coil machines and caused the 
stamps to stick together. The illustration 
shows an earlier coil on the original coated 
paper which was eventually released from a 
vending machine in the Potteries. 

The gum arabic on the back clearly shows 
the fine network of cracks which were 
produced by a 'breaking bar' to prevent 

curling of the stamps. This at least was 
clearly successful but it did permit 
condensation to form in these minute 
cracks so that the gum effectively attached 
itself to the face of the stamps underneath 
with the result that there is a colour offset 
on the back of every stamp. As the 
photograph reveals, the phosphor coating 

prevented this colour removal but the 
regular presence of teeth holes across the 
face of every stamp bears witness to the fact 
that this strip literally had to be torn from 
the face of the stamps beneath. 
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UNPAID AND 
UNDERPAID 
MAIL 
John Forbes-Nixon 

After the Postal Reform with the 
introduction of the Penny Post on 10 
January 1840, the requirement was that 
letters should either be prepaid at the rate 
of one penny per half ounce for inland 
mail, or be surcharged at double the 
deficiency or shortfall by way of a fine to 
encourage prepayment. 

As a consequence it became necessary for 
a proportion of the mail, albeit small, to be 
double charged on the unpaid penny on 
unpaid mail, marking such items with a 
black 2 denoting the charge to be collected. 
At the majority of towns such mail would 
be marked in manuscript but a minority of 
places had locally made handstamps for 
such use and these vary in size and design 
enormously. 

Figure 1 shows two letters to the same 
addressee, the upper dated 14 February 
1840 has been prepaid as indicated by a red 
l handstamp, whilst the lower is unpaid 
dated 14 January 1840 and so surcharged 
by the Edinburgh curly black 2 handstamp. 
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Figure 2 and 3 give some indication of the 
range and size of design that can be found 
in these handstamp 2's used on underpaid 
mail. The former is the small squat 2 of Ely, 
the latter the huge 2 of Plymouth with 
ABOVE Vi OZ in the top of the loop. 

Somewhat different is one of the 
Liverpool stamps as Figure 4 11.ich a small 2d 
TO PAY surrounded by a circular 
INSUFFICIENTLY PREPAID and Figure 
5 the so-called Glasgow frying pan stamps 
where the weight deficiency and fine were 
added in manuscript. 

Figure 6 shows a letter prepaid y a 
penny stars adhesive in 1861 ·hich ·as 
forwarded unpaid and a black manuscript 1 
denoted this: subsequently the le ter was 
again forwarded unpaid so the unpaid 
charge was doubled and on this occasion 
the Tenby handstamp 2 was used. 

The collection of these hands1amps 
makes a fascinating study but they are 
scarce to find as of course onJy a small 
proportion of the mail aura ted such 
surcharge and fewer still were preserved . 

~~If. l!.A:-1, 

""'ill'<~··"'· " ~'\ .. 7, .• 

Fig. 2. 

Fig. 3. 
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Fig. 5. 

Fig. 6. 
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MACHINS· 
THE DEVELOP· 
MENT 
OF PHOSPHOR 
David Barker 

The whole subject of phosphor coating 
on stamps is one of great interest and one 
which may be studied in some depth. In 
June 1960 the first phosphor stamps 
appeared in post offices and their 
development to the present permits the 
widespread use of Automatic Letter Facing 
machines which are used to distinguish first 
from second class mail. The violet 
phosphor used on the present definitives is 
of lettelite 8

3 
which gives a bright visible 

afterglow wfien subjected to ultra-violet 
light with a wavelength of 2537 angstroms. 

A metal screen on the cylinder picks up 
the phosphor coating and applies it by 
pressure to the stamps beneath through the 
photogravure process. This screen may 
have either 150 or 250 screening lines to the 
inch or, more rarely, may exhibit both 
screens on the same stamp, as the 
photograph shows. The phosphor cylinder 
number soon came to be synchronised 
adjacent to the ink cylinder number but 
may be found displaced either above or 
below this position or indeed the whole 
phosphor cylinder may be inverted and 

consequently the phosphor number appears 
upside down in the right-band margin. 
Twenty-one different pho phor ylinders 
have so far been brought into use, as the 
table illustrates, and lhe earlier ylinders 
exist in differen t stales an , although 
usually for double pane usage, ·tinders 
P 19 and 22 are for single panes only. 

Pho5phor band exhibiting both 150 and 250 
screens (photo courtesy of Cyril Jonas). 

Since phosphor is a relat ively recent 
i)1troduction, it is not surprising that some 
technical difficulties have been encountered 
in its usage in the form of misplaced or even 
totally missing phosphor bands. The period 
since decimalisation has also witnessed 
several experiments, the first of which is the 
now famous 4 !Ii p phosphor coated paper 
with the normal two bands in addition, and 

subsequently the 8 Y2p on phosphor coated 
paper only . Similarly there has recently 
been introduced an 8mm width of phosphor 
in addition to the original 9 Yi and 4mm 
widths. 

Recently the printers appear to have been 
having some difficulty in correctly applying 
the phosphor and this has led to a rash of 
collectable and not so collectable material 
that has confused both retailers and the 
philatelic public alike . The first sign of the 
problem was the sudden widespread release 
of the 6 !Ii p issue with an overlarge 
phosphor wash that extends most of the 
way across the stamps in the first row of 
each sheet. It seems possible that this was 
the result of an over-thin viscosity of 
phosphor ink seeping beneath the phosphor 
doctor blade during the final stages of the 
printing process . 

Perhaps as a result of this the phosphor 
was thickened quite substantially and the 
result was a thick overall coating on the 
10 Vi p stamps and subsequently a similar, 
albeit thinner, coating on the small format 
50p value. Many other stamps, including 
the 6!/ip, 7p, 8Y2p, 9p and !Op orange 
values also contain traces of phosphor lines 
across the Queen's portrait between the 
intentionally applied bands. For 'telling a 
story' these stamps are collectable but they 
do not, as has sometimes been claimed, 
represent an 'all-over' phosphor coating 
but are rather the result of problems 
encountered at the printers with the 
phosphor viscosity. 
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PHOSPHOR CYLINDERS 
AND THEIR 
CHARACTERISTICS 

Cylinder Number! Screen 

250 

2 250 

4 250 

5 150 

7 150 

8 150 

PJ 150 

10 150 

II 150 

12 150 

13 150 

14 150 

17 150 

18 150 

Pl9 150 

20 150 

P21 150 

22 250 

P26 150 

27 150 

28 150 

Characteristics 

Serif to the right, hence number is reversed : printed wide and 
is often missing on the dot cylinders. 

First stage: 2mm high and unsynchronised. 

Second stage: Additional large 2 engraved 4lmm below small 2. 

Third stage: Both dot and no-dot cylinders re-engraved but 
no-dot cylinder 2 number is inverted. 

First stage: 2mm high and unsynchronised. 

Second stage: 4mm high number superimposed over small 4. 

Number 8 no1 cn11 rn vcd on d<> I cylindc1, onl y cylinder box 
applied . 

) Ooly " ' "' fod p aod 7 V• P "•;•" '" ' · 

Sometimes occurs with only the phosphor box showing. 

No-dot cylinder numbers are often omitted . 

Only used for 5 Yip regionals. A single pane cylinder. 

No-dot cylinder numbers are often omitted. 

Only used for regionals . A single pane cylinder. 

Phosphor number engraved only on no-qot cylinders. 

} Only used for coils and booklet panes. 



GEORGEV 
NOTES 
1912 ld. Die 18, scarlet, wmk. Crown - Perf. variety 

I am indebted to Mr. W. P. Bird for allowing me to illustrate 
this curious perforation variety. The stamp is pale scarlet with 
watermark upright and comes from an outer booklet pane. The 

only explanation that I can offer is that the booklet sheet(s) 
'jumped' forward too much before the last strike of the perforating 
combhead, resulting in the 'imperforate at left' effect as seen in the 
photograph. The perforation type is B3, a type assumed to be a 
modified version of the type 2 sheet perforator (see Philatelic 
Review vol. l, page 49, and GB Journal vol. -13, page 58). 

1912 Y2d. Die 18, wmk. Simple Cypher - Broken frame 

This exceptional flaw comes from the booklet printing of the 
Yid. Die 18 . Mr. Jim Hanson has confirmed that it is constant. The 
position in the booklet pane is stamp No. 2, and the pane has an 
upright watermark , without bars in the margin, identifying it as an 
outer pane. 
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1914-23 Royal Cypher V2d. Emerald Postage Due - Varnish ink 

Our publishers have shown me this major new discovery on the 
Yid. Postage Due. As far as I can make out, there are only two 
other comparable varieties to be found on all the typographed 
Postage Due issues. These are the 1924-31 Block Cypher 3d. 
printed on the gummed side, and the 1954-55 Tudor Crown 4d. 
imperforate error. I have always found 'varnish ink ' varieties 

particularly striking, and this one is no exception. I have attempted 
to photograph the stamp in such a way as to get the printed parts of 
the design to reflect the light, and I think that this photograph gi es 
an idea of the glossy appearance of the ink . The cause of this 
curious phenomenon is generally believed to be insufficiently mixed 
ink, and similar varieties are known on the Downey Head \li d . Die 
lB (both watermarks), Id. Die IA, id. Die lB (both watermarks), 
Royal Cypher Id., 5d. and l s. 
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1912-24 Royal Cypher Id. - overprinted CANCELLED 

Mr. Jim Hanson has shown me this copy of the Royal Cypher 
Id. overprinted with CANCELLED type 34. Previously, this 
overprint was thought to have been confined to the period 1941-48, 
and its apparent use some twenty or thirty years earlier is something 
of a mystery. 

1924-34 Block Cypher 1 Y2d. - booklet voucher panes 

The new (4th) edition of the Specialised catalogue now lists far 
more booklet voucher panes, and includes an appendix illustrating 
various types of pre-cancellations. The two booklet panes 

illustrated here are cancelled with two new types, at least new to the 
specialised catalogue 's appendix, both in purple. The pane with the 
selvedge has 'LONDON CHIEF OFFICE; E.C. l, 19 FEB 25' and 
the other pane has 'LONDON CHIEF OFFICE, E .C.l., 29 APR 
26' . 
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1912-24 Royal Cypher 1 Vzd. - 'Dash to 
right of crown' 

Mr. Jim Hanson has shown me several 
examples of this flaw, which appears as a 
thick dash to the right of the crown. The 
plate, pos1t1on and control are all 
unknown. 

Index 
Year 1978 = 100 

1840 1.65 
1850 1.87 
1860 2.19 
1870 2.25 
1880 2.25 
1890 2.60 
1900 2.94 
1910 2.94 

1925 6.12 
1930 5.97 
1940 8.05 
1950 13.4 
1960 22 .6 
1978 100 

T BLE I 

Average ~ ee · l. 

I 
I d 

I. LIO 
£1. - .6 

I. .6 
£I . 6.0 
£I . 9. 

I. 9. 

£3 . 1.3 
£2 .19. 
£4 . 0.6 
£6 -X 
£11 ~ 
£50 

Postage 

Id 

11/id 

21/id 

3d 
7p 

Correction 

I must extend my apologies to Mr. Harry 
Dagnan, and to all those readers who were 
perhaps mystified by the table on page 40 of 
the last issue. This dealt with the relative 
cost of postage (the REAL COST). 
Unfortunately , the column under 'Postage ' 
was out of sequence. The correct version of 
the table is reproduced here. 

Ratio REAL 
Stamps/ wage COST 

200 25p 
220 23p 
260 19p 
270 19p• 
270 19p 
310 16p 
350 14p 
350 14p 

490 I Op 
480 I Op 
380 13p 
650 71/ip 
920 51/ip 
715 7p 

•From October 1870 the postcard a/lowed a short messaf{e to he .<em for the equil'alent of9'h.p- still a relatil'e/r hi11her price than today's first class post even. 
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-----------GREAT BRITAIN-----------

1840 Id Black plalt 4, ltlle red PC. A superb used four 
margin example tied to 1.'.0vcr from Appi n to Edinburgh and 
dated MR 8 1841. Exccllen1 black M.C. SG 2. £90.00 

1841 Id Red from blark plale 11 ltllered PE. A superb used 
fou r margin example with a neat black M.C. SG 7. £16.SO 

1841 Id Red , plate IS , lellered SJ. A very fine used four 
margin example with a good upright strike of the no. 8 in 
M.C. SG Sm . £17 .50 

1852-53 Id R•d-brown , die I, alphabel 2, leller<d 18 . A fine 
used four margin single on thick , lavende r-tinted paper. An 
outstanding example. SG Spec B2k . £18.SO 

1869 2d Blut plate IS le11ued 18. A very light ly mounted 
mint example with good perforat ions. SG 46. £65.00 

1870 V2 d Rose-red , plale 5, lellered Ql-RJ. A superb mini 
well cenired block of four. SG 48. £85 .00 

1867 9d. Pale straw, plate 4, le llered SA . A very fine mint 
single. well cen1red wi1h good perfs. SG 111 . £295.00 

1867 S/ - Pale rose plate I lettered El. A very fine mint 
example cen tred rather low bul with good perrs and original 
gum. A scarce stamp in I hi s co ndition . SG 127. £695.00 

1881 2 \/2d Blue. plale 23, lellered PG. A very ligh1l y 
mounted mint copy, well centred . SG 157 . £65.00 

1884 6d. Green , lettered KS. A very fine mini imperfora1e 
imprimatur copy with good margins. SG 194 . £135.00 

1887 " Jubilee" 2d green and carmine. A lightl y mounted 
mint single with !he va riety "double frame line at left" . SG 
Spec KJOb. £17.50 

1891 "J ubilee" 3d purple o n orange . A very fine lightly 
moun1ed mini example. SG 204 . £225.00 

1887-1892 " Jubll tt" 5d dull purple and blue (Duly plal• I). 
A very lightly mounted mint example. SG 207 . £180.00 

1902 De La Rue 2/ 6 lilac. A fine mint single, well centred 
wi1h good perfs. SG 260. £185.00 

1902 De La Rue 51· bright carmi ne. A fine mini example well 
cenlred wilh good perfs. SG 263 . £195.00 

FINE STAMPS 

1902 De La Rue £1 dull blue-jil.rttn . A superb. \Cr~ hghll) 
mounted mini copy or good colour. Vlell ccnired and Vlllh 
full perfs. all round. SG 266. £975 .00 

1904 De La Rue 2/ 0 l/2d red booklet no . 1. A \Cr' fine 
compleie book lei . SG Spec Bl. t45. 

1911-13 Somerset House IOd dull rt"ddish purp lf' and 
carmine . A superb unmounted mini single. SG 311. £.SI .SO 

1911 Downey Head V2d very dttp green . die lb cro111tn 
waiermark. A su perb used C. D.S. copy. SG Sixc "lCl. 

£15 . 

1911 Downe)' Head V2 d green, die lb, crown ~alermarl. 
inverted. A lightly mounted mint control (A 11) smp of 
lhree. probably un ique. SG Spec N2a . £150. 

1911 Downey Head Id pale carmine on Austrian enamdJed 
paper. A superb example of 1his rare trial sho\l. m 
o utstand ing fluorescence . £155. 

1912 Downey Head V2d. green , die lb , watermark implt 
cypher reversed . An unmounted mint example or thu raft' 
Yariety. Perrs trimmed at foot . SG Spec N3c. £75. 

1912 Downey Head Id scarlet, d ie 2, paper lrial. A superb 
imperforate block or four on John A llen paper (thinner ). G 
1rial (!). £130.00 

1911-12 E"e " pillar " design or lhe I / - in olhe-brOl'lln . A 
very fine colour essay by Hentschel reference no . MB -s. 

£135.00 

1912 Downey Head 2/ - red booklet no. 13. Con1aimng 
18 x Id scarlet a nd 12 x Vi d green, die l b simple C)pher 
waiermark sia mps. SG Spec 89. £95.00 

1912 "Medal Head" die proof in black on lhin ~· hite card 
(74mm x 75mm) with unclea ned surro und . Unappropria1td . 

£485.00 

1912-24 Royal Cypher Id o range-ve rmilio n. A magnificent 
unmoun1ed mint marginal, interpanneau block or four . An 
ou1standing exa mple or 1his shade with R.P .S. certificate. 
SG Spec Nl6(15) . £495.00 

19 14-23 Ro)·a l C}' pher V1d emerald postage due. A lightl y 
mo unted mini example of the previously unrecorded variety 
.. primed m Varn ish Ink" . Probably unique. R.P .S. 
'°cmfica1e. SG 0 I. £950.00 

1917 Ro)al Cypher 2d / - orange booklet no . 69. A very fine 
complete "'oucher" booklt!t eac h pane ca ncelled "London 
EC "da1ed23 No17. SGSpec Bl6. £60.00 

1923 Ro~ 1l C} pher l l/2d. Postage Due. An unmounted mini 
L !.J ..:ontrol Strip or th ree . SG 03 . £175.00 

1 l4 Bl ock C) pher 3d Pos tage Due on experimental 
•llenna.rked paper. An un mounted mint 025 co nt rol single. 
SG DI• £52.00 

1914 Blod. C> pher 3d Pos tage Due on experimental 
t1111Lena1rt..ed pa~r . A superb used block of four dated 1925 . 
s.:.r~ SG Dl • b. £80.00 

19?9 P . l .C. l 2d - l l?d booklet panes of six wilh watermarks 
La-,,ttted "" ii.II ood ~rforations. Unmo unted mint excep t for 
t o \CJ tl~ mounted ~d \alues. SG Spec N Com Bia , 
:.a and la £160 .00 

If P.L.C. Id scarlet. A fine m1111 horizon1al pai r with one 
ua..mp n 1he .. Bro en ""rea1h at left" va riety. SG Spec 
... c £20.00 

1935 P bot n~u."' .3 - sntdtt booklfl no . JJ2 . A superb 
rom et< boo let. SG pc• B-11 £25 .00 

1935 Piiiot ra"ure 5 - burr booklet no. IS. A superb 
rom <t< boo lei G Spec 842 . £35.00 

1936 2 - blue booklel number 358. Contains I V2 d. adverl. 
p.1.M' number JJ 3. All panes have watermarks inverted. 
Complete and in fine condiuon. SG 843 . £35 .00 

1936 5 - Buff boo klet no . 11. Contains I V2 d. advert. pane 
no. 1 '<'llh good perforations. lnvened watermarks 
throughout except the advert. pane. Complete and in fine 
eond111on. SG 845 . £47.00 

1937 l'· : d Red b ro~n bookltt pane of six wilh watermark 
imerted . Over primed "CANCELLED'' type 33 and 
punched . One stamp ligh1ly mounted. Good perforations . 
SG Spec QB2 I as. £50.00 

----------CANDLISH McCLEERY LTD.---------
Printed in Scotland by Woods of Perth (Printers) Ltd. , 3-5 Mill Street, Perth 



I ANTED 
GREAT BRITAIN STAMPS 

Mint or used 

We must buy, and cash is readily available, should you wish to dispose of the following:-

ISSUED STAMPS (on or off cover), PROOFS, ESSAYS, 
SPECIMEN AND CANCELLED OVERPRINTS, 
POSTMASTERS ' & POST OFFICE NOTICES 

WITH OR WITHOUT STAMPS, 
OLD POSTAL PAMPHLETS, BOOKLETS, COILS ETC. 

We also purchase collections etc., 
general or specialised of Great Britain 

Please send details in the first place, and , if su itable , arrangements can be made for one of our 
buyers to evaluate your collection. Alternative ly, stamps can be sent by registered post and an 
offer made by return . 

CANDLISH, McCLEERY LTD., 
40 Whiteladies Road, Bristol BS8 2LG 

[phone 0272 35038] 
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